
Overview:

This section specifically covers Italy and is NOT part of the Renaissance
◦

Stepping stone to the Renaissance with many of the needed innovations ‣

for improvement

Because the Pope was in France at the time and was barred from Italy by ◦
the Alps, he did not have control over Italy


In light of the Pope's absence, religion in Italy was not as predominant as ‣

before

Consequently, Italy consisted of individual city-states ruled by the wealthy ‣

merchant class (these wealthy merchants eventually became great 
patrons of the arts)


Venice, Florence, Siena, Pisa, and Rome were all powerful city-states •
who had their own armies and were constantly at war with one 
another


Three factors that contributed to this style:
◦
Early Christian Art
‣

Byzantine Art
‣

Gothic Art
‣

Artists were renowned for their specific art during this period rather than ◦
large groups of people creating landmark works

Italians had an interest in antiquity in Ancient Rome and Greece, and looked ◦
back to the past for influence


Humanism:
‣

Value the work of the ancients
•
Look at Classical past to solve modern problems
•
Roman forms most worthy of imitation
•
Renewed focused on Nature as art source
•

Two orders sprang out of this Humanistic view:
‣

Franciscans:
•
Devoted to assisting the poor
◦
St. Francis of Assisi
◦
Saw God in Nature
◦

Dominicans
•
Combating heresy
◦
Dominic de Guzman
◦
Valued Classical learning
◦

Both built churches to sway the crowds and did not retreat to •
seclusion but rather engaged the world












